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NEW BOOKS. 131 

American Private Schools. By Porter E. Sargent. Boston. Pp. 604. 

This is the second annual edition of " The Best Private Schools " which 
was reviewed in the issue of December, 1915. The book has been greatly 
improved, and contains so much material of value that it should be in the 
hands of all school principals. It is proposed to make it a complete, 
definite encyclopedia of private schools, with a wealth of additional in- 
formation along educational lines There are still errors and omissions, 
however, some of the officers of associations not having been changed 
since last year, and some of the most interesting of the newer schools 
being omitted. 

Drill Book in Plane Geometry. By Robert R. Goff. Boston : The River- 
dale Press. Pp. 113-l-vii. 

This book is evidently the outgrowth of Mr. Goff's earlier one, " Syl- 
labus of Plane Geometry Arranged for Emphasis and Method." It is 
a " syllabus method " text, and does not even include definitions or sam- 
ple proofs in its order. It has, however, a dictionary of terms, and notes 
on the various topics. Mr. Goff has arranged the propositions in groups 
according to what is to be proved, and he emphasizes classification by 
use throughout. Practically all of the development in the book is by 
means of suggestive questions, and excellent summaries are given. 

There is no doubt that such a text as this will give remarkably good 
results when used by a capable teacher, but at present most teachers need 
a little more direction than it gives. However, if it does no more than 
add another suggestion as to the value of heuristic methods it will prove 
worth while. 

Plane and Solid Geometry. By William Betz and Harrison E. Webb. 

Boston : Ginn & Co. Pp. 507. Price $1.36. 

The " Plane Geometry " by these authors was reviewed in an earlier 
number. This book combines the two geometries in a well-bound, com- 
pact volume. The solid geometry is a consistent continuation of the 
plane, with carefully worked out order, interesting applications, and 
good figures. It has many interesting details, such as the inclusion of 
both informal and formal methods of proof for some of the theorems, 
and the combination of cones and pyramids into one topic. The authors 
are progressive teachers and they have written a book that will prove 
interesting to teachers of geometry. 

Drawing for Builders. By R. Burdette Dale. New York : John Wiley 

and Sons. Pp. 166 -|- v. Price $1.50 net. 

This is an excellent addition to the increasing number of vocational 
texts. It serves the double purpose of preparing a student for more ad- 
vanced work in architectural drawing, and helping the man already in 
practical work or planning to do such work without taking an archi- 
tectural course. Much of the work can, if necessary, be done without 



